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                                            Purpose

                                        
                        The purpose of this chapter is to review the historical development of identity theory from 1988 to the present, and then outline some thoughts about future directions for the theory.

                    
                


            
                
                                            Methodology/Approach

                                        
                        The chapter discusses major advances in identity theory over the past 25 years such as the incorporation of the perceptual control system into the theory, the introduction of “resources” in which symbolic and sign meanings are important, new views of the social structure, the relevance of the situation in influencing the identity process, the idea of different bases of identities, broadening our understanding of multiple identities, studying identity change, and bringing in emotions into the theory.

                    
                


            
                
                                            Findings

                                        
                        Throughout the review, empirical work is identified and briefly discussed that supports the major advances of the theory.

                    
                


            
                
                                            Research limitations

                                        
                        The chapter suggests a number of ways that identity theory may be developed in the future such as examining negative or stigmatized identities. Additionally, there is a discussion as to ways in which the theory may be tied to other theoretical traditions such as affect control theory, exchange theory, and social identity theory.

                    
                


            
                
                                            Social Implications

                                        
                        Identity theory has had a number of applications to various areas in society, including understanding crime, education, race/ethnicity, gender, the family, and the environment.

                    
                


            
                
                                            Originality/Value of Chapter

                                        
                        This is the most recent overview of identity theory over the past 25 years. It becomes clear to the reader that the theory offers a way of understanding the person as a cognitive, emotional, and behavioral agent who influences the structure of society but who is also influenced by the social structure.
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