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In Memory of Steven A. Peterson
1947–2021

As a professor and researcher, Steven A. Peterson inspired and shaped the minds
of generations of students and scholars. As a fellow human being and friend, who
cared deeply about others, his kind soul touched the hearts of many. Because of his
engaging intellect and kind personality, those who had the privilege of meeting him
will always remember him. We are not only left with many and profound memories
of who Steven was but are also in awe of his many and lasting accomplishments
throughout his professional career. As a prodigious scholar who appreciated and
pursued interdisciplinary collaboration, Steven published more than 25 books and
125 articles during his academic career. Moreover, he was a pioneer and one of the
Founding Scholars of biopolitics, as illustrated by his instrumental role in estab-
lishing the Association for Politics and the Life Sciences. Indeed, Steven was a giant
in biopolitics and part of a fellowship of noteworthy scholars that included Albert
Somit, Glendon Schubert, Robert Heineman, James Schubert, Robert Blank, and
Stephen Wasby. In addition to his profound and lasting impact on shaping and
steering biopolitics as a discipline, we must not forget Steven’s successful admin-
istrative and leadership roles, especially with respect to his position of Professor of
Politics and Public Affairs and Director of the School of Public Affairs at Penn-
sylvania State University Harrisburg – a position he held from 1997 until his

retirement in 2015. Following his retirement, Steven not only remained connected to
the university as an emeritus professor but continued championing biopolitics and
guiding the publication of Biopolitics at 50 Years: Founding and Evolution. We

dedicate this volume to him.
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