


AnnuAl Review of 
CompARAtive And 

inteRnAtionAl eduCAtion 2018



inteRnAtionAl peRspeCtives 
on eduCAtion & soCiety

series editor: Alexander w. wiseman

Recent volumes:

series editor from volume 11: Alexander w. wiseman

volume 14: post-socialism is not dead: (Re)Reading the Global in Comparative 
education

volume 15: the impact and transformation of education policy in China
volume 16: education strategy in the developing world: Revising the world 

Bank’s education policy
volume 17: Community Colleges worldwide: investigating the Global 

phenomenon
volume 18: the impact of Hiv/Aids on education worldwide
volume 19: teacher Reforms around the world: implementations and outcomes
volume 20: Annual Review of Comparative and international education 2013
volume 21: the development of Higher education in Africa: prospects and 

Challenges
volume 22: out of the shadows: the Global intensification of supplementary 

education
volume 23: international education innovation and public sector 

entrepreneurship
volume 24: education for a Knowledge society in Arabian Gulf Countries
volume 25: Annual Review of Comparative and international education 2014
volume 26: Comparative sciences: interdisciplinary Approaches
volume 27: promoting and sustaining a Quality teacher workforce worldwide
volume 28: Annual Review of Comparative and international education 2015
volume 29: post-education-for-All and sustainable development paradigm: 

structural Changes with diversifying Actors and norms
volume 30: Annual Review of Comparative and international education 2016
volume 31: the impact of the oeCd on education worldwide
volume 32: work-integrated learning in the 21st Century: Global perspectives on 

the future
volume 33: the Century of science: the Global triumph of the Research 

university
volume 34: Annual Review of Comparative and international education 2017
volume 35: Cross-nationally Comparative, evidence-based educational 

policymaking and Reform
volume 36: Comparative and international education: survey of an infinite field



inteRnAtionAl peRspeCtives on eduCAtion And 
soCiety volume 37

AnnuAl Review of 
CompARAtive And 

inteRnAtionAl 
eduCAtion 2018

edited By

AlexAndeR w. wisemAn
Texas Tech University, USA

united Kingdom – north America – Japan  
india – malaysia – China



emerald publishing limited 
Howard House, wagon lane, Bingley Bd16 1wA, uK

first edition 2019

Copyright © 2019 emerald publishing limited

Reprints and permissions service
Contact: permissions@emeraldinsight.com

no part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, transmitted in  
any form or by any means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or  
otherwise without either the prior written permission of the publisher or a licence 
permitting restricted copying issued in the uK by the Copyright licensing Agency  
and in the usA by the Copyright Clearance Center. Any opinions expressed in the 
chapters are those of the authors. whilst emerald makes every effort to ensure the 
quality and accuracy of its content, emerald makes no representation implied or 
otherwise, as to the chapters’ suitability and application and disclaims any warranties, 
express or implied, to their use. 

British library Cataloguing in publication data 
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British library 

isBn: 978-1-83867-416-8 (print) 
isBn: 978-1-83867-415-1 (online) 
isBn: 978-1-83867-417-5 (epub)

issn: 1479-3679 (series) 



v

Contents

About the Authors ix

About the Volume Editor xix

Preface xxi

Acknowledgments xxiii

the osmosis of Comparative and international education: what, 
How, and why Cie Research Appears in non-Cie Journals
Petrina M. Davidson, Maureen F. Park, Nino Dzotsenidze,  
Obioma Okogbue and Alexander W. Wiseman 1

pARt i
CompARAtive eduCAtion tRends  

And diReCtions

Chapter 1 one indicator to Rule them All: How sdG 4.1.1 
dominates the Conversation and what it means for the most 
marginalized
William C. Smith 27

Chapter 2 Comparative and international inclusive education: 
trends, dilemmas, and future directions
Matthew J. Schuelka and Kate Lapham 35

Chapter 3 the “R-word” today: understanding Religion in 
secular and Religious formal and non-formal educational 
spaces
W. Y. Alice Chan and Bruce Collet 43

Chapter 4 teacher education and the Ghost of the nation 
state: How Comparative and international education matters 
for teacher development
Susan Wiksten 51



vi Contents

Chapter 5 widening the lens: Going Global in  
mathematics education Research
Linda M. Platas and Yasmin Sitabkhan 59

Chapter 6 Comparative and international education:  
A field fraught with Contradictions
Maren Elfert and Christine Monaghan 65

Chapter 7 Research and practice in Comparative and 
international Higher education
Meggan Madden and Gerardo L. Blanco 73

Chapter 8 international education Assistance in the  
Kyrgyz Republic: partnership and the Role of expertise in 
international education interventions
Alanna Shaikh 83

Chapter 9 Advancing the teaching of Comparative and 
international education
Matthew A. M. Thomas and Jacqueline Mosselson 89

pARt ii
ConCeptuAl And metHodoloGiCAl  

developments

Chapter 10 what is Comparative education?
David A. Turner 99

pARt iii
ReseARCH-to-pRACtiCe

Chapter 11 transformation of the public school in latin 
America: summary of findings following educando by 
worldfund educational interventions
Cristina Salazar Gallardo and Consuelo Murillo 117

Chapter 12 iCt4d, policy landscapes, and practice Arenas: 
A Review of and Reflection on iCt Actors and Applications in 
African Higher education
Ane Turner Johnson 133



Contents vii

pARt iv
AReA studies And ReGionAl developments

Chapter 13 is engineering Harder to Crack than science?  
A Cross-national Analysis of women’s participation  
in male-dominated fields of study in Higher education
Naejin Kwak and Francisco O. Ramirez 159

Chapter 14 the teacher supply in latin America:  
A Review of Research
Paula Razquin 185

Chapter 15 play and/or learning: Comparative  
Analysis of dominant Concepts in national Curriculum 
Guidelines for early Childhood education in norway,  
finland, China, and Hong Kong
Aihua Hu and Elin Eriksen Ødegaard 207

Chapter 16 education in sub-saharan Africa
C. C. Wolhuter 225

Chapter 17 A Review of the main trends in the  
Reforms of school structures in europe
Nikolay Popov 243

Chapter 18 internationalization and Academic mobility:  
trends and prospects in Georgian Higher education
Lela Iosava 255

pARt v
diveRsifiCAtion of tHe field

Chapter 19 mapping Changes in legislation and 
implementation for special needs education in india
Meenakshi Srivastava 271

Chapter 20 “that would never work Here”: overcoming 
‘Context paralysis’ on Behalf of Gender and sexual minorities 
worldwide
Emily S. Meadows 287

Index 307



This page intentionally left blank



ix

ABout tHe AutHoRs

Gerardo l. Blanco is an Associate professor of Higher education at the university 
of Connecticut. His research explores the intersections of quality, branding, and 
position taking in the context of global competition in higher education. Gerardo 
is an internationally engaged scholar, and his research and teaching span across 
four continents. His work has been published in the Comparative Education Review, 
Higher Education, and Studies in Higher Education, among others. He was also a 
visiting faculty at shaanxi normal university (Xi’an, China), a visiting expert 
at the international Center for Higher education Research at Kassel university 
(Germany), and an erasmus+ fellow at the John paul ii Catholic university of 
lublin (poland). His recent activity has focused on Canada, Bangladesh, mexico, 
and ethiopia. He has been program Chair (2013–2016) and Chair (2017–pre-
sent) of the Higher education special interest Group of the Comparative & 
international education society.

w. Y. Alice Chan, ph.d., is the executive director and Co-founder of the Centre 
for Civic Religious literacy (CCRl). Her research in the faculty of education 
at mcGill university, montreal, Canada, explored conceptions and approaches 
to religious bullying, religious literacy, and preventing violent extremism 
predominantly in the Canadian and American contexts. she continues this work 
through CCRl.

Bruce Collet is an Associate professor of educational foundations and inquiry at 
the school of educational foundations and the leadership and policy College of 
education; Human development at Bowling Green state university, ohio, usA. 
His research considers forced migration and education, immigrant education, 
education and national identity, and religious minorities and secular schooling.

petrina m. davidson completed her phd in Comparative and international 
education at lehigh university. she has an ms in teaching, learning, and 
leadership with an emphasis on Curriculum and instruction from oklahoma 
state university, and a BA in english and education from the university of tulsa. 
Before moving to pennsylvania, she worked for one of the largest school districts in 
oklahoma, where she taught high school english for four years and served as the 
district’s secondary english Curriculum Coordinator for one year. she currently 
works with the iacocca institute in lehigh university’s office of international 
Affairs on the internationalization of higher education initiatives and evaluations. 
Her research interests include the institutionalization of education, curriculum in 
post-conflict societies, education for refugees and marginalized populations, meas-
ures of teacher quality, and the internationalization of higher education.



x ABout tHe AutHoRs

nino dzotsenidze is a phd student in Comparative and international education 
at lehigh university, usA. she has an med in international education policy 
and management from vanderbilt university. nino has worked in the formal 
and non-formal education sectors for almost 20 years. she worked as a program 
manager for an international non-governmental organization, pH international, 
as well as the ministry of education and science of Georgia. in addition to her 
managerial positions, dzotsenidze worked in the tertiary education sector in 
Georgia and Kuwait as a development officer and lecturer, respectively.

maren elfert, phd, is lecturer in education & society in the school of education, 
Communication and society at King’s College london, and a 2018 national 
Academy of education/spencer postdoctoral fellow. Before pursuing doctoral 
studies, she worked for more than a decade as a member of the professional staff at 
the unesCo institute for lifelong learning in Hamburg, Germany. Her research 
focuses on how international organizations contribute to the globalization of 
ideas, with a focus on the tension between neoliberal approaches to education and 
discourses of human rights. Her book UNESCO’s Utopia of Lifelong Learning: An 
Intellectual History was published by Routledge in 2018.

Aihua Hu, phd, is a postdoctoral Researcher of western norway university of 
Applied sciences. she has published academic articles in different journals on dif-
ferent issues including but not limited to teacher education, curriculum, inclusive 
education, study abroad, and teacher development. Her research interests include 
teacher education and teacher development, early childhood education, curricu-
lum, language education, and comparative and international education.

lela iosava is a phd Candidate at the ilia state university school of Arts and 
sciences. Her phd dissertation examines the internationalization of higher education 
and the role of academics. lela holds a master’s degree in international education 
policy and management from vanderbilt university and has previously worked as 
an Academic teacher and institutional developer in Georgia and Kuwait and as a 
Researcher in sweden. she has over 10 years of professional experience in capacity-
building, institutional development, and strategic planning in higher education. Her 
broad research interests lie in the area of academic leadership, internationalization, 
quality assurance, and change management in higher education.

Ane turner Johnson is an Associate professor of educational leadership at 
Rowan university in southern new Jersey. she is an international education 
Researcher who focuses on higher education policy and practice in Africa, par-
ticularly countries in the western and eastern African regions. Her research inter-
ests include rebuilding higher education in post-conflict contexts, the impact of 
war and violence on higher education, the marketization of higher education, 
and the role of regional and national research and education networks in iCt 
adoption in higher education. she has published on higher education in Africa 
in The Review of Higher Education, Higher Education, International Journal of 
Educational Development, Higher Education Policy, and Compare, among others.



About the Authors xi

naejin Kwak is a phd Candidate in the Graduate school of education at stanford 
university. Her research interests lie in the intersections of the sociology of edu-
cation, the study of higher education, organization studies, and cross-national 
comparative studies. Her research explores historical changes, organizational 
development, and cross-national patterns in educational institutions such as 
universities. she is also part of the research team that examines social science 
textbooks around the world to conduct cross-national and longitudinal studies 
of educational curricula.

Kate lapham is the deputy director of the education support program at the open 
society foundations. Her work is focused on overcoming barriers to education for 
communities facing exclusion or discrimination. Based in new york, lapham has 
worked with communities, civil society groups, and education policymakers in the 
Caucasus, Central Asia, Central and eastern europe, and mongolia and Russia 
for more than 15 years. lapham has developed initiatives to strengthen civil soci-
ety through exploration of common interests and challenges, including research for 
evidence-based advocacy, support for organizational development among young or 
small non-governmental organizations, and direct work with teachers and schools. 
she leads the education support program’s grant making in support of the right to 
education in fully inclusive settings. she has a phd in Comparative and international 
education from lehigh university with publications that include Learning to See 
Invisible Children: Inclusion of Children with Disabilities in Central Asia.

meggan madden is an Assistant professor of international education and Higher 
education Administration at the George washington university. Her research 
agenda examines policy frameworks and student experiences that broadly explore 
international higher education for development and exchange. this examination 
specifically focuses on supra-national and regional policy frameworks that impact 
access and inclusion for global student mobility and student experiences with inter-
national education to understand institutional practices used to promote, fund, and 
support underserved students thrive. dr madden brings to her scholarship several 
years of professional experience working in education abroad, international admis-
sions, and scholarship services. she has published in Higher Education, Frontiers: The 
Interdisciplinary Journal of Study Abroad, Canadian Journal of Higher Education, 
and in Academic Matters. she was the Chair (2016–2019) of the Higher education 
special interest Group of the Comparative and international education society.

subir maitra, phd, is presently working as an Associate professor of economics 
at H. C. College (university of Calcutta) at Kolkata, india. He has completed 
his msc and phd in economics from the university of Calcutta. His area of 
research includes economics of education, quality and financing of higher educa-
tion, regulations in higher education, education and skill development, etc. He 
has published many research papers and chaired sessions at several international 
conferences. He is a member of the executive Committee of the Comparative 
education society of india. He is an ex-bureaucrat, having worked under the 
Government of west Bengal, india, for a couple of years.



xii ABout tHe AutHoRs

mirka martel is the Head of monitoring, evaluation, and learning at the 
institute of international education (iie). she manages performance and impact 
evaluations for iie programs and external clients, including the ford foundation, 
Carnegie Corporation of new york, us department of state, and us Agency 
for international development. martel specializes in quantitative and qualitative 
evaluation of international education programs, with a specific interest in higher 
education exchange and leadership. prior to joining iie, martel worked for the 
Aguirre division of JBs international, an evaluation consulting firm based in 
washington, dC. she provided technical assistance and evaluation support to 
education programs in eastern europe and latin America funded by the us 
Agency for international development and the us department of state. she has 
also worked with the un millennium villages program and the open society 
Justice initiative. she holds a master’s degree in international Affairs from 
Columbia university, and is currently a doctoral Candidate in international and 
Comparative education from teachers College, Columbia university.

emily s. meadows is professional school Counselor who has supported children 
and their families in the united states, europe, Asia, and the middle east. she 
researches best policies and practices in gender and sexual minority educational 
inclusivity as a doctoral at lehigh university and at the George washington 
university. emily holds master’s degrees both in sexual health and in interna-
tional counseling. Her students, regardless of gender, sexuality, or locale, to pro-
tections, rights, and opportunities at school. Having spent more than half  of her 
life overseas, emily specializes in culturally relevant ways to improve the educa-
tional experience for sexual and gender minority students worldwide.

Christine monaghan,  phd, is an instructor at new york university. Her research 
and advocacy focuses on three main areas: globalization and refugee education; 
the impact on children and attacks on schools and hospitals in situations of armed 
conflict; and the development and implementation of human rights education 
programing.

Jacqueline mosselson is an Associate professor of international education and 
development at the university of massachusetts, Amherst. she earned her 
phd from Columbia university, where she also earned her master’s degree 
in international Affairs. prior to academia, she worked for the fulbright 
Commission, uniCef, and the international Rescue Committee. Her research 
examines how inequality and difference manifest and are contested in culture, 
education, and schooling; racism, international development, and education; and 
migration, education, and schooling. in all her works, she uses a critical lens to 
explore the intersection of culture, politics, education, and global justice. from 
2016 to 2018 she was Co-chair of the teaching Comparative education special 
interest Group for the Comparative and international education society.

Consuelo murillo joined educando in 2012, after having graduated from the 
listo program. for over 10 years, she has served in the mexican basic and 
higher education fields in various capacities. she has conducted research in the 



About the Authors xiii

fields of innovation for the improvement of educational quality and environ-
mental and sustainability education. she holds a master’s degree in educational 
technology from monterrey tech and Associate degrees in educational integra-
tion, outstanding skills, leadership and teaching competences, school leadership, 
and quality and directive competences.

elin eriksen Ødegaard, phd, is a professor in early Childhood pedagogy at western 
norway university of Applied sciences, and a visiting professor at university 
of tromsø – the Artic university of norway. Currently, she is the director of 
Kindknow-Kindergarten Knowledge Centre for systemic Research on diversity 
and sustainable futures. she held degrees in early childhood teacher education, 
educational science and her thesis (dr.fil.) was about narrative meaning making 
in preschool, university of Gothenburg, sweden. she has led several research and 
practice development projects. she has published extensively on cultural forma-
tion (bildung) and narrative methodology. Her research interest embraces cultural 
historical and discourse approaches, collaborative designs, “glocal” perspectives, 
curriculum studies, children, families, and teacher education.

obioma C. okogbue received her mA in the Comparative and international 
education program at lehigh university. Her research focuses on societal ine-
quality and its reflection in the educational system, and critical pedagogy. she has 
a BA in french and an med in educational leadership. okogbue has experience 
in both the classroom as a french teacher and as an educational Administrative 
officer in nigeria. she currently works as a Graduate Assistant to the Council for 
equity and Community in lehigh university.

maureen park is a doctoral student in Comparative and international education 
at lehigh university. Her research focuses on refugee and migrant education, 
mother tongue-based multilingual education, and gender and education. she has 
a BA in political science and an med in multicultural education. maureen has 
experience in both international development and as an educator; she was a bilin-
gual teacher in the united states as well as an international school teacher in 
Central Asia. she has worked for the peace Corps, world vision, and the world 
food program. she is also Co-founder of a non-governmental organization based 
in Kenya working to combat gender-based violence in schools and provide sexual 
and reproductive health education. she is currently based in nepal.

linda platas is the Associate Chair of the Child and Adolescent development 
department at san francisco state university. Her primary areas of research are 
measurement development in early childhood, teacher education, and the forma-
tion and implementation of early childhood public policy. in the united states, 
her experience includes developing measures of, and designing interventions for, 
early mathematics and language and literacy development. internationally, she 
has worked on preschool and early primary grades child assessment and class-
room observation instruments including the early Grades math Assessment 
and the measuring early learning Quality and outcomes instruments. she has 
served as an expert in international meetings on early mathematics and literacy 



xiv ABout tHe AutHoRs

development and on many technical and policy advisory groups. Her work with 
the development and Research in early math education network supports the 
development of open-source materials for teacher educators to support their 
teaching in early mathematics.

nikolay popov is a professor of Comparative education at sofia university, 
Bulgaria. He has two doctorates in Comparative education – phd (1990) and 
dr. habil (2002). All his teaching and research activities are focused on the history, 
theory, and practice of comparative education. He has conducted comparative 
studies on management, finance, structures, teacher training, education laws, 
school curricula, and books in various countries. He is the author of 25 books and 
140 articles and chapters on education in Bulgaria and comparative education.  
He is the founder and Chair of the Bulgarian Comparative education society.

francisco o. Ramirez is a professor of education and (by courtesy) sociology 
at stanford university. His current research interests focus on the worldwide 
rationalization of university structures and processes, on the institutionalization 
of human rights and human rights education, and on terms of inclusion issues as 
regards gender and education. His work has contributed to the development of 
the world society perspective in the social sciences and in international compara-
tive education. Ramirez is currently a fellow at the scandinavian Collegium for 
Advanced studies and will be the next director of the scandinavian Consortium 
for organizational studies at stanford.

paula Razquin is an Assistant professor at the universidad de san Andrés 
(Argentina), school of education, of which she was the director. she holds a phd 
in international Comparative education and an mA in sociology from stanford 
university. prior to her current appointment, dr. Razquin worked at unesCo, 
with the education for All Global monitoring Report team and with the division 
for education strategies and Capacity Building. she was involved in education 
research, evaluation, and reform projects in Argentina, Chile, Bolivia, ecuador, 
equatorial Guinea, mexico, nicaragua, nigeria, the philippines, the united 
states, and uruguay. she has done work for international agencies like usAid, 
unRwA, the flemish Association for development Cooperation and technical 
Assistance, and the world Bank. she was a RAnd/spencer postdoctoral fellow 
and a fulbright scholar. Razquin has written about cost-effectiveness in edu-
cation, after-school programs, teacher education, student achievement, nClB, 
teacher pay-for-performance, the global financial crisis and primary education, 
teacher employment globally, education development goals, and teacher salaries.

Cristina salazar Gallardo is a Researcher at educando whose primary interests 
are around the issues of digital literacies and multimodal learning through ethno-
graphic methods of research. she has an mA in Communication and education 
and a doctoral degree in Communication media and learning technologies from 
Columbia university. Her dissertation work focuses on the activism practices of 
undocumented youth and on the analysis in which their multimodal participation 
can provide them the opportunity to engage in transformative spaces of learning.



About the Authors xv

matthew J. schuelka is a lecturer in inclusive education and serves as the 
program director for the inclusion and special educational needs program at 
the university of Birmingham – both in the united Kingdom and in dubai. He 
comes from a diverse background of study, research, and teaching experience in 
the united states, Bhutan, malaysia, and the united Kingdom. dr. schuelka 
has been involved in inclusive educational research and development projects in 
places such as the united states, serbia, Zambia, india, Japan, malaysia, and 
especially Bhutan. He is a Consulting Advisor for the Global Resource Center on 
inclusive education, based at the university of minnesota, and has undertaken 
research and consultation for uniCef, usAid, JiCA, the British Academy, 
and the toyota foundation. dr. schuelka has a wide research focus on inclusive 
education policy, systems, and structures; inclusion as a whole-school approach; 
educational anthropology; and disability studies.

Alanna shaikh is an independent Consultant with 20 years of experience in 
international development and social sector Reform, with a particular focus on 
health and education sector financing. Her areas of technical expertise include 
monitoring and evaluation and evidence-based policy. she has overseen program-
ing in Central Asia, the middle east, east Africa, and the Caucasus. Alanna has 
worked for employers that include usAid, the united states state department, 
usAid implementing partners, and the united nations. she holds a Bachelor’s 
degree in middle east studies from Georgetown university and an mpH from 
Boston university. she speaks french and uzbek, and currently resides in Cairo.

Yasmin sitabkhan is a senior early Childhood Researchers and Advisor in Rti’s 
early Childhood development Group in the international education division. 
dr sitabkhan has spent the past 19 years in the field of education, beginning as a 
primary school teacher and charter school administrator after which she transi-
tioned to the role of a researcher in the united states and the Global south. Her 
research interests focus on children’s development of early mathematical concepts 
and instructional strategies to support learning in low- and middle-income con-
texts. Her research has explored the mathematical and financial competencies of 
groups of marginalized children (mumbai, india, and oaxaca, mexico) through 
qualitative and quantitative methods. in her current role at Rti, dr sitabkhan 
provides technical expertise in early childhood through Grade 3 mathematics to 
projects around the world, and conducts research on best practices in teaching 
and learning early math.

william C. smith holds a dual-title phd in education theory and policy and 
Comparative international education from the pennsylvania state university 
and currently works as a teaching fellow at the university of edinburgh. He was 
formerly a senior policy Analyst with unesCo’s Global education monitoring 
(Gem) Report. william’s individual research focuses on education’s role in eco-
nomic and social development with special interests in national testing policies, 
educator-based accountability, population health, and equity in educational 
inputs and outcomes. He is the editor of the volume The Global Testing Culture: 
Shaping Education Policy, Perceptions, and Practice. other research has been 



xvi ABout tHe AutHoRs

published in journals such as the International Journal of Educational Development, 
Globalisation, Societies, and Education, Education Policy Analysis Archives, 
Demography, and Social Science and Medicine. prior to the Gem Report, smith 
helped develop and pilot the Right to education index at Results educational 
fund and was a thomas J. Alexander fellow at the oeCd.

meenakshi srivastava is a special educator in Jaipur, india, with 22 years’ teaching  
experience. Her phd, from the university of Groningen, the netherlands, 
department of special needs education and youth Care, focused on preparing 
teachers to set up an inclusive classroom for students with disabilities, particularly 
on teacher training, teachers’ knowledge about disabilities, and inclusive teaching 
methods. Her research interests include implementation of inclusive education, 
special needs education for invisible disabilities, and teachers’ role. she is involved 
in teacher and parent training programs.

matthew A. m. thomas is a senior lecturer in Comparative education and 
sociology of education at the university of sydney. He holds a phd from 
the university of minnesota and an mA from Columbia university, teachers 
College. matthew has worked as a public school teacher, teacher educator, 
researcher, and consultant across diverse contexts, including Australia, mali, 
nigeria, indonesia, tanzania, the united states, and Zambia. His research exam-
ines educational policies, pedagogical practices, teachers’ lives, and the changing 
roles of teacher education institutions. from 2016 to 2019 he was Co-chair of the 
teaching Comparative education special interest Group for the Comparative 
and international education society.

david A. turner is a professor at the institute of international and Comparative 
education, Beijing normal university, pR China. He completed his doctoral 
study under the supervision of Brian Holmes at the university of london 
institute of education in 1981, since he showed growing interest in questions 
of theory in comparative and international education. He has published many 
articles and books including Theory of Education (Bloomsbury, 2005) and Theory 
and Practice of Education (Bloomsbury, 2009). He has been an active member 
of a number of comparative education societies, including the Comparative and 
international education society and the British Association of international 
and Comparative education, and has served on the editorial boards of a num-
ber of periodical publications, including the Annual Review of International and 
Comparative Education and Compare.

susan wiksten, phd, is a lecturer in international development studies at the 
uClA international institute, at the university of California, los Angeles. since 
2007, she has worked with administration, evaluation, and research in education 
in denmark, france and the united states. she obtained an mA in Comparative 
education from université paris descartes (sorbonne), france in 2013. Her phd 
research for the uClA Graduate school of education and information studies 
was a qualitative case study of teacher preparation in finland. she has provided 



About the Authors xvii

research assistance to the world Council of Comparative education societies, 
the unesCo Chair in Global learning and Global Citizenship education at 
uClA as well as the uClA international institute. Her service as Co-chair of 
the teacher education and the teaching profession siG in Cies and her contri-
butions as speaker and organizer for the paulo freire institute at uClA reflect 
her dedication to supporting the promotion of participatory and democratic 
practices in education.

C. C. wolhuter studied at the university of Johannesburg, the university of 
pretoria, the university of south Africa, and the university of stellenbosch. 
His doctorate was awarded in Comparative education at the university of 
stellenbosch. He is a former Junior lecturer in the department of History of 
education and Comparative education at the university of pretoria and a former 
senior lecturer in the department of History of education and Comparative 
education at the university of Zululand. Currently, he is the Comparative and 
international education professor at north-west university, potchefstroom 
Campus, south Africa. He has been a visiting professor at Brock university, 
Canada; Bowling Green state university, ohio, united states of America; mount 
union university, ohio, united states of America; the university of Crete, 
Greece; the university of Queensland, Australia; Beijing normal university, 
China; Boris Grinchenko university, ukraine; Zhengzhou university, China; 
Canterbury Christ university, united Kingdom; the university of namibia; the 
university of modena and Reggio emilio, italy; and the education university 
of Hong Kong. He is the author of many books and articles on comparative and 
international education and history of education.



This page intentionally left blank



xix

ABout tHe volume editoR

Alexander w. wiseman, phd, is professor of educational leadership and policy in 
the College of education at texas tech university, usA. He holds a dual-degree 
phd in Comparative and international education and educational theory and 
policy from pennsylvania state university, a mA in international Comparative 
education from stanford university, a mA in education from the university 
of tulsa, and a BA in letters from the university of oklahoma. wiseman con-
ducts comparative educational research on educational policy and practice using 
large-scale education datasets on math and science education, information and 
communication technology, teacher preparation, professional development and 
curriculum as well as school principal’s instructional leadership activity, and is 
the author of many research-to-practice articles and books. He serves as senior 
editor of the online journal, FIRE: Forum for International Research in Education 
and as series editor for the International Perspectives on Education and Society 
volume series (emerald publishing).



This page intentionally left blank



xxi

pRefACe

the 2018 volume of the Annual Review of Comparative and International Education 
marks the beginning of a new era for scholarship and professional development 
in comparative and international education. it was a year in which university aca-
demic programs in comparative and international education grew outside of their 
traditional homes in Colleges of education into other disciplines and fields and 
in which highly-respected and productive academic programs were inexplicably 
shuttered. the introductory chapter by davidson et al (this volume) suggests that 
comparative education research often originates outside of the field of compara-
tive and international education (Cie), and perhaps receives more visibility and 
has more impact when conducted outside of the field of Cie. this suggests a new 
challenge for comparativists of education to consider and is even more reason 
for the importance of the Annual Review as a tool for professional reflection and 
evaluation of the goals, strategies, plans, and relationships that Cie professionals 
both in and out of the academic enterprise advance.

the 2018 Annual Review is again divided into distinct sections, which are pre-
ceded by an introductory chapter. in the introductory chapter, davidson and her 
coauthors suggest a new framework for examining the impact and scope of com-
parative and international education research. Rather than look at the Cie field 
discretely, they propose a framework of “osmosis”, which examines the external 
development of the field by considering what, where, and why Cie-related research 
appears outside of the field itself.

Comparative and international education research, trends, and issues are more 
widely varying in 2018 than in previous years. in part 1: Comparative education 
trends and directions, contributors examine approaches to Cie using a less sin-
gular lens than in previous years. international organizations, special interest 
populations, and the importance of teachers and teaching in Cie were the focus 
of the trends and directions in 2018. the second section, part 2: Conceptual and 
methodological developments, is represented by a sole chapter from one of the 
most important voices in comparative and international education scholarship 
and reflection, david A. turner. in his chapter, turner asserts that much of the 
research and other work done in comparative education in recent years has been 
‘atheoretical’. His suggestion is that while theoretical assumptions are made, they 
are not thoroughly interrogated or examined in comparative education research. 
this is a key assertion, which warrants the complete attention of Annual Review 
readers, and is the reason for it being the sole chapter in part 2 in the 2018 vol-
ume. the third section, part 3: Research-to-practice, and fourth section, part 4: 
Area studies and Regional developments, provide content related to the impact 
of international organizations on educational interventions – whether it is public 
schools in latin America or iCt in African higher education – and the impact 
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of gender, early childhood education, or academic mobility on educational out-
comes at the primary, secondary, and higher education levels.

of particular note, in the final section, part 5: diversification of the field, is 
the ongoing attention to special needs education in communities that are also 
addressing educational access and equity issues at the system level, and the addi-
tion of gender and sexual minorities to the Cie discussion. while work on gender 
and sexual minorities is not new, it is also not often highlighted as a major area for 
research and discussion in comparative and international education. part of the 
challenge is that gender and sexual orientation discussions are culturally taboo 
in some communities worldwide, especially when society, culture, tradition, and 
religion are closely entwined. meadows closes the volume with her discussion of 
‘context paralysis’, which she introduces to the literature, and how it is related to 
gender and sexual minority (Gsm) children worldwide. this is representative of 
the kind of boundary-pushing work that the Annual Review strives to highlight 
and introduce to the Cie community for reflection, discussion, and even debate.

it should be noted that as the Annual Review of Comparative and International 
Education enters the second half  of its first decade, each Annual Review since the 
inaugural volume has examined both current perspectives and identified future 
directions for the field of Cie. the Annual Review continues to begin with reflec-
tive essays by both established and new leaders in the field, which serve to create 
the context for the chapters in the sections that follow. it is also notable that the 
Annual Review continues to serve as an international forum for discussing matters 
of comparative and international education theory, research, policy, and practice. 
Although the field may not have exclusive ownership over Cie-related research, 
there is room enough for Cie professionals and scholars to interact around a 
shared vision of open discussion, innovative thinking, and empirically-rooted 
research. this is the goal of the Annual Review of Comparative and International 
Education moving forward and will be a guide for future volume editors to both 
follow and develop further.
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