
FESTSCHRIFT IN HONOR OF
NORMAN K. DENZIN





STUDIES IN SYMBOLIC
INTERACTION

Series Editor: Norman K. Denzin

Recent Volumes:

Volume 35: Studies in Symbolic Interaction
Volume 36: Blue Ribbon Papers: Interactionism: The Emerging Landscape
Volume 37: Studies in Symbolic Interaction
Volume 38: Blue Ribbon Papers: Behind the Professional Mask: The

Self-Revelations of Leading Symbolic Interactionists
Volume 39: Studies in Symbolic Interaction
Volume 40: 40th Anniversary of Studies in Symbolic Interaction
Volume 41: Radical Interactionism on the Rise
Volume 42: Revisiting Symbolic Interaction in Music Studies and New

Interpretive Works
Volume 43: Symbolic Interaction and New Social Media
Volume 44: Contributions From European Symbolic Interactionists:

Reflections on Methods
Volume 45: Contributions From European Symbolic Interactionists: Conflict

and Cooperation
Volume 46: The Astructural Bias Charge
Volume 47: Symbolic Interactionist Takes on Music
Volume 48: Oppression and Resistance: Structure, Agency, and

Transformation
Volume 49: Carl J. Couch and the Iowa School: In His Own Words and in

Reflection
Volume 50: The Interaction Order
Volume 51: Conflict and Forced Migration
Volume 52: Radical Interactionism and Critiques of Contemporary Culture
Volume 53: Studies in Symbolic Interaction
Volume 54: Subcultures



This page intentionally left blank



STUDIES IN SYMBOLIC INTERACTION VOLUME 55

FESTSCHRIFT IN HONOR
OF NORMAN K. DENZIN: HE

KNEW HIS SONG WELL

EDITED BY

SHING-LING S. CHEN
University of Northern Iowa, USA

United Kingdom – North America – Japan
India – Malaysia – China



Emerald Publishing Limited
Howard House, Wagon Lane, Bingley BD16 1WA, UK

First edition 2022

Editorial matter and selection © 2022 Shing-Ling S. Chen.
Published under exclusive licence by Emerald Publishing Limited.
Individual chapters © 2022 by Emerald Publishing Limited.

Reprints and permissions service
Contact: permissions@emeraldinsight.com

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, transmitted in any form or
by any means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without either the
prior written permission of the publisher or a licence permitting restricted copying issued in the
UK by The Copyright Licensing Agency and in the USA by The Copyright Clearance Center.
Any opinions expressed in the chapters are those of the authors. Whilst Emerald makes every
effort to ensure the quality and accuracy of its content, Emerald makes no representation
implied or otherwise, as to the chapters’ suitability and application and disclaims any
warranties, express or implied, to their use.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978-1-80382-842-8 (Print)
ISBN: 978-1-80382-841-1 (Online)
ISBN: 978-1-80382-843-5 (Epub)

ISSN: 0163-2396 (Series)

mailto:permissions@emeraldinsight.com


CONTENTS

About the Contributors xi

Volume Editor Preface xvii

PART I
FESTSCHRIFT IN HONOR OF NORMAN
K. DENZIN: HE KNEW HIS SONG WELL

Chapter 1 “We Are Not Alone”: An Introduction to Norman
Denzin’s “Book of Friends” 3
Michael D. Giardina

Chapter 2 One Day at a Time: A Four Act Play Performed by
Norman K. Denzin 13
John M. Johnson

Chapter 3 My Apprenticeship on the Prairie: Theory, Method,
and Research in the Naturalistic Study of Social Interaction 25
Michael G. Flaherty

Chapter 4 Norm Denzin’s Empiricist Bent, Theory of the Self, and
Focus on Paradoxical Agency 39
Michael A. Katovich

Chapter 5 Norman Denzin: Building “A Bigger Tent” 47
Harry Torrance

Chapter 6 A Case of You, Norman 55
Arthur P. Bochner

Chapter 7 In Praise of Norman Denzin 65
Laurel Richardson

vii



Chapter 8 It’s a Wonderful Qualitative Life: Norman Denzin and
the Building of a Qualitative Community 71
Mitchell Allen

Chapter 9 Norman Denzin: Making Room for Capacious Inquiry 79
Stacy Holman Jones

Chapter 10 Celebrating Norman K. Denzin 83
Robert E. Rinehart

Chapter 11 Coming out With Norman: Connecting Our Voices 89
Carolyn Ellis

Chapter 12 Norman Denzin or a Life Dedicated to Social
Transformation From the International Congress of Qualitative
Inquiry 101
Aitor Gómez González

Chapter 13 I Seek You, ICQI 105
Sophie Tamas

Chapter 14 A Moral Discourse: What Norman K. Denzin Does or
Simply a Love Letter to My Dear Boss 107
Claudio Moreira

Chapter 15 Three Movements for Norman Denzin 117
Bryant Keith Alexander

Chapter 16 Denzin, Mills, and the Prophetic Pragmatic Promise
and Task of the Sociological Imagination 133
Emily Noelle Sanchez Ignacio

Chapter 17 Early Days in Champaign 153
Patricia Ticineto Clough

Chapter 18 Fishing With the GOAT: Honoring Norman K.
Denzin 157
Joy Pierce

viii CONTENTS



PART II
REFLECTIONS

Chapter A Encounters at ICQI 167
Lubomir Popov

Chapter B Chance Encounters 169
Christopher T. Conner

Chapter C Ishmael’s Oatmeal 173
James Salvo

Selected Publications by Norman K. Denzin 175

Index 183

CONTENTS ix



This page intentionally left blank



ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTORS

Bryant Keith Alexander, PhD, is Dean of College of Communication and Fine
Arts and Professor of Communication and Performance Studies. He has seven
books; co-editor of Performance Theories in Education: Power, Pedagogy, and the
Politics of Identity (Erlbaum, 2005); author of Performing Black Masculinity:
Race, Culture, and Queer Identity (Alta Mira, 2006), author of The Performative
Sustainability of Ra Reflections on Black Culture and the Politics of Identity (Peter
Lang, 2012), coeditor of the Routledge Handbook of Gender and Communication
(2021), co-authored books with Mary E. Weems, Still Hanging: Using Perfor-
mance Texts to Deconstruct Racism (Brill Sense, 2021), Collaborative Spirit-
Writing In Everyday Black Lives (Routledge, 2021) and coauthored with Weems,
Hill and Callier,Performative Intergeneration Dialogues of a Black Quartet:
Qualitative Inquires on Race, Gender, Sexualities, and Culture (Routledge, 2022).
His scholarship and teaching have been recognized with a range of national and
regional awards including the Ellis-Bochner Autoethnography and Personal
Narrative Research Award; the Ethnography Division Legacy Award; the Randy
Majors Award for GLBTQ Scholarship; The H.L. “Bud” Goodall, Jr. and Nick
“Gory” Trujillo “It’s a Way of Life” Awardin Narrative Ethnography all from the
National Communication Association; and the Norman K. Denzin Qualitative
Research Award.

Mitchell Allen is founder and president of Scholarly Roadside Service, a scholarly
publishing consulting company. In his 40-year career as an academic publisher,
he created the preeminent publishing program in qualitative research at Sage and
continued that effort at two specialized presses he founded, AltaMira and Left
Coast. Allen is the author of Essentials of Publishing Qualitative Research and has
had over 30 articles appear in refereed journals on scholarly publishing, quali-
tative research, archaeology, and related subjects. He is recipient of lifetime
achievement awards from the American Anthropological Association, the Soci-
ety for the Study of Symbolic Interactionism, and the International Congress of
Qualitative Inquiry.

Arthur P. Bochner is distinguished University Professor Emeritus at the Uni-
versity of South Florida and a distinguished scholar of the National Communi-
cation Association. His 2014 book, Coming to Narrative: A Personal History of
Paradigm Change in the Human Sciences (Routledge), received the best book
award for 2014 from The International Congress of Qualitative Inquiry and the
Ethnography Division of the National Communication Association. Among his
other numerous awards are NCA’s Charles H. Woolbert Research Award, a

xi



Lifetime Achievement Award from the International Congress of Qualitative
Inquiry, and Ohio University’s Elizabeth Andersch Award for career contribu-
tions to the study of communication. His coauthored book, Evocative Autoeth-
nography: Writing Lives and Telling Stories, received the H.L. “Bud” Goodall, Jr
and Nick Trujillo “It’s a Way of Life” Award for storytelling informed by
scholarship. Professor Bochner served as President of the National Communi-
cation Association in 2016.

Shing-Ling S. Chen is Professor of Mass Communication in the Department of
Communication and Media at the University of Northern Iowa. Trained by Carl
Couch as a symbolic interactionist, she studies communication processes and
social relationships, as well as information technologies and social structures.

Patricia Ticineto Clough is a Professor Emerita of Sociology and Women Studies
at City University of New York. She is the author of a number of publications,
among them, The End(s) of Ethnography Autoaffection: Unconscious Thought in
the Age of Teletechnology, and Feminist Thought. She is editor of The Affective
Turn; Theorizing the Social, coeditor of Beyond Biopolitics Essays in the Gov-
ernment of Life and Death, and coeditor of Intimacies, A New World of Relational
Life. Her most recent publication is The User Unconscious: Affect, Media and
Measure. She is a practicing psychoanalyst in New York City where she also
teaches at National Institute for the Psychotherapies and the Institute for
Contemporary Psychotherapy where she also is member of the Training Com-
mittee and the Diversity Task Force.

Christopher T. Conner is Teaching Assistant Professor of Sociology at the Uni-
versity of Missouri, Columbia. His work has been featured in a variety of outlets
including Studies in Symbolic Interaction, The Sociological Quarterly, Young, and
Sexualities. He is currently working on a variety of publications related to the
QAnon phenomenon, and is coauthor of Electric Empires with Rowman and
Littlefield due out later this year.

Carolyn Ellis is a Distinguished University Professor Emerita at the University of
South Florida. She has contributed to the narrative and autoethnographic study
of human life through integrating ethnographic, literary, and evocative writing to
portray and make sense of lived experience in a cultural context. Her publications
include Revision: Autoethnographic Reflections on Life and Work (Revised), Final
Negotiations: A Story of Love, Loss, and Chronic Illness (expanded/revised), and
Evocative Autoethnography: Writing Lives and Telling Stories (with Art Bochner).
She coedits the Routledge book series, Writing Lives: Ethnographic Narratives.

Michael G. Flaherty is Professor of Sociology at Eckerd College and the Uni-
versity of South Florida. He is a coauthor (with K. C. Carceral) of The Cage of
Days: Time and Temporal Experience in Prison (Columbia University Press,
2021) and author of The Textures of Time: Agency and Temporal Experience
(Temple University Press, 2011) and A Watched Pot: How We Experience Time
(NYU Press, 1999). He is a coeditor (with Anne Line Dalsgård and Lotte
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VOLUME EDITOR PREFACE

Norman K. Denzin, one of the most important scholars in the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries, commands an unusually high level of intelligence which
accounts for the amazing breadth of his works, second to none. Denzin’s topics of
research are many, including self, voice, ethics, sociological imagination, inter-
pretive inquiry, etc. Denzin is well versed in multiple, if not all, fields in quali-
tative inquiry – existentialism, phenomenology, pragmatism, symbolic
interactionism, semiotics, poetics, poststructuralism, postmodernism, perfor-
mance studies, autoethnography, critical and creative forms of writing, justice
studies, etc. His mastery of these fields, unattainable by anyone else, provides him
a keen appreciation of the unique contributions that each of these fields con-
tributes in qualitative inquiry. Denzin published prolifically in multiple fields of
qualitative research in his 55 years of academic career, and fostered the fruitful
growth of various fields in qualitative inquiry consequently. Denzin’s impacts on
multiple fields in qualitative inquiry are immense, as he provides not only the
sheer visibility for various fields in inquiry with his works but also substantive
scholarship for their advancement. In an academic world, where researchers were
taught to dismiss other fields of works in order to legitimize their own fields of
study, Denzin’s inclusive view of fields in qualitative inquiry is inconceivable, and
Denzin’s accomplishments in various fields in qualitative inquiry are
unimaginable.

In addition, based on his appreciation of various fields in qualitative inquiry,
Denzin mentors generations of researchers in qualitative inquiry not only by
advising their works but also by creating spaces for their works in conference
presentations, and by making rooms for their research in scholarly publications.
Denzin was the editor or coeditor of more than 20 book series and journal
publications. In these book series and journals, Denzin ensured the developments
of fields of qualitative inquiry and fostered the growth of generations of quali-
tative researchers. He made sure that good works are published and good
researchers are established. Generations of qualitative researchers are where they
are today because of Denzin’s support and guidance.

Although based in the University of Illinois, in the United States, Denzin’s
impacts are not limited to the scholars in America. Denzin’s impact on fields in
qualitative inquiry extends to qualitative researchers worldwide. Again, through
his own works, as well as conference and publication outlets, Denzin builds an
international community of qualitative researchers. Denzin envisions an inter-
national community where qualitative researchers collaborate and support one
another. International Congress of Qualitative Inquiry, an annual conference
founded since 2005, has been a sanctuary for qualitative researchers worldwide.
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Thanks to Denzin’s tireless efforts in ensuring the continuous growth of such an
international community, fields in qualitative inquiry are thriving worldwide.

Denzin bestows great hope and missions on qualitative researchers to exercise
their sociological imagination and to give voice to the less fortunate, in order to
advance social justice and equality in humanity. With Denzin’s immense impacts
on various fields in qualitative inquiry, his outstanding works in mentoring
generations of qualitative scholars, and his accomplishment in building an
international community of qualitative researchers, Denzin has been attributed as
“the Father of Qualitative Inquiries,” a well-deserved distinction. Articles in this
volume illustrate Denzin’s fatherhood in qualitative inquiry.

Shing-Ling S. Chen
Editor
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