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Volume Editor Preface

Norman K. Denzin, one of the most important scholars in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, commands an unusually high level of intelligence which accounts for the amazing breadth of his works, second to none. Denzin's topics of research are many, including self, voice, ethics, sociological imagination, interpretive inquiry, etc. Denzin is well versed in multiple, if not all, fields in qualitative inquiry – existentialism, phenomenology, pragmatism, symbolic interactionism, semiotics, poetics, poststructuralism, postmodernism, performance studies, autoethnography, critical and creative forms of writing, justice studies, etc. His mastery of these fields, unattainable by anyone else, provides him a keen appreciation of the unique contributions that each of these fields contributes in qualitative inquiry. Denzin published prolifically in multiple fields of qualitative research in his 55 years of academic career, and fostered the fruitful growth of various fields in qualitative inquiry consequently. Denzin's impacts on multiple fields in qualitative inquiry are immense, as he provides not only the sheer visibility for various fields in inquiry with his works but also substantive scholarship for their advancement. In an academic world, where researchers were taught to dismiss other fields of works in order to legitimize their own fields of study, Denzin's inclusive view of fields in qualitative inquiry is inconceivable, and Denzin's accomplishments in various fields in qualitative inquiry are unimaginable.

In addition, based on his appreciation of various fields in qualitative inquiry, Denzin mentors generations of researchers in qualitative inquiry not only by advising their works but also by creating spaces for their works in conference presentations, and by making rooms for their research in scholarly publications. Denzin was the editor or coeditor of more than 20 book series and journal publications. In these book series and journals, Denzin ensured the developments of fields of qualitative inquiry and fostered the growth of generations of qualitative researchers. He made sure that good works are published and good researchers are established. Generations of qualitative researchers are where they are today because of Denzin's support and guidance.

Although based in the University of Illinois, in the United States, Denzin's impacts are not limited to the scholars in America. Denzin's impact on fields in qualitative inquiry extends to qualitative researchers worldwide. Again, through his own works, as well as conference and publication outlets, Denzin builds an international community of qualitative researchers. Denzin envisions an international community where qualitative researchers collaborate and support one another. International Congress of Qualitative Inquiry, an annual conference founded since 2005, has been a sanctuary for qualitative researchers worldwide. Thanks to Denzin's tireless efforts in ensuring the continuous growth of such an international community, fields in qualitative inquiry are thriving worldwide.

Denzin bestows great hope and missions on qualitative researchers to exercise their sociological imagination and to give voice to the less fortunate, in order to advance social justice and equality in humanity. With Denzin's immense impacts on various fields in qualitative inquiry, his outstanding works in mentoring generations of qualitative scholars, and his accomplishment in building an international community of qualitative researchers, Denzin has been attributed as “the Father of Qualitative Inquiries,” a well-deserved distinction. Articles in this volume illustrate Denzin's fatherhood in qualitative inquiry.

Shing-Ling S. Chen
Editor
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