






    





    
    
    



    
        
        
            
                
                    Books and journals
                    Case studies
                    Expert Briefings
                    Open Access
                

            
        

    


    
        
        
            
               Publish with us
               
            
        

    


    
        
            
                
                


    
        
            
            
        


        
            
                Advanced 
search
            


                    

    



        
    


    

    
                    
    
        
            
            
        

    



        
        
    
    
        
            
                
                    
                                                To read this content please select one of the options below:

                        
                            
                                                                    
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                                                                                    
    



                                                                
    
        
        Access and purchase options
        
    
    
        
            
            
                Purchase options
            

        

    
            
    
    
    
            
            
                Other access
            

        

    
            
                        
                You may be able to access this content by logging in via your Emerald profile.
            

            
                
                    Login
                    
                
            

        

    
    
    
    
    
    
        
            If you think you should have access to this content, click to contact our support team.
        

        
            
                Contact us
                
            
        

    




    




                            

                        

                    

                

            

        

    


    
        
            
                
                    
                                                Please note you do not have access to teaching notes

                        
                            
                                                                    
    



                                                                
    
        
        Access and purchase options
        
    
    
        
            
            
                Purchase options
            

        

    
            
    
    
    
            
            
                Other access
            

        

    
            
                        
                You may be able to access teaching notes by logging in via your Emerald profile.
            

            
                
                    Login
                    
                
            

        

    
    
    
    
    
    
        
            If you think you should have access to this content, click to contact our support team.
        

        
            
                Contact us
                
            
        

    




    




                            

                        

                    

                

            

        

    


    
        
            
                
    Do we really make a difference? A case study on the value of taught environmental sustainability postgraduate programmes within geography

    
    
        
 Sue Rodway-Dyer 
            (School of Geographical Sciences, University of Bristol, Bristol, UK)
        


 Stewart Barr 
            (Department of Geography, University of Exeter, Exeter, UK)
        


    

    
    
        
                    
                International Journal of Sustainability in Higher Education
            

        
        
                    
                
                    ISSN:
                    1467-6370
                
            

        
        
            
                                                                Article publication date: 29 December 2023

                            
                    

                
            
        


                    

    
        
        Downloads

        
            
            
                37
            
        

    


        
        
    
    


    



    
            

        

    


    
    
        

            
                
                
                
            Abstract

            
                
                                            Purpose

                                        
                        The purpose of this research was to discover the impacts of taught environmental sustainability-focused geography postgraduate programmes on student attitudes, behaviours and practices in relation to environmental awareness within two research-intensive universities in the UK.

                    
                


            
                
                                            Design/methodology/approach

                                        
                        A case study involved online surveys to measure environmental attitudes, behaviours and practices at the start and end of four taught geography postgraduate programmes.

                    
                


            
                
                                            Findings

                                        
                        There was widespread attitudinal change and an increasing prioritisation of environmental issues reported among participants after they had completed their programme. However, behavioural change was limited, and there was little evidence of greater awareness being translated into changed practices. The learning benefits included a greater focus on interdisciplinarity, holistic thinking and critical self-reflection.

                    
                


            
                
                                            Practical implications

                                        
                        The findings demonstrate that postgraduate taught (PGT) programmes in sustainability improve student awareness and concern about environmental issues but do not necessarily lead to widespread behavioural change. This raises questions for programme convenors about how education for sustainability can be truly transformational and avoid leading students to develop eco-anxieties over the scale of change required.

                    
                


            
                
                                            Originality/value

                                        
                        There is a lack of research engaging with students on PGT programmes, especially in understanding their impacts on environmental attitudes, behaviours and practices. The research provides an evidence base for understanding the effects of PGT programmes in challenging student values, attitudes and practices and by implication knowledge transfer post-graduation, with the potential to help protect the environment and identify ways of living better with the ever-changing planet.
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