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Definitions of Selected Terms
   

Ableness: This term is constructed to blend ‘ability’ with willingness and readiness. The study studied ‘use’ as a variable using a perfect combination of the three concepts (WRA). This implies that a professional accountant is said to be able to use a specific technology if she/he is willing, ready and able to use it.


Accountant: We adopt the definition of an accountant as a professional accountant only; that is, someone who is a member of a PAO, that is, a member or associate of IFAC. In addition, the accountant in this study was deemed to be a member of a Nigerian PAO, that is, ANAN and/or ICAN.


Accountants' training framework: This framework is a pool of academic and professional accounting training opportunities that are open to candidates willing to become and remain professional accountants. The academic training pool is, however, limited to university and polytechnic degrees and awards, while professional training includes both IPD and CPD.


Accounting education: This is used interchangeably with accountants' training framework. It entails all forms of education open to a person, leading to becoming and remaining a professional accountant. In the popular sense, it usually denotes academic accounting education.


Accounting profession: The accounting profession is held as tripartite, such as comprising accounting practice, policy and research.


Demographic variables: Three variables, that is, age, experience and gender, were considered. They are collectively referred to as demographic variables for convenience sake but were measured separately.


Determined factors: These are factors conceptualised based on literature and used as established proxies for certain factors. For perception, PEOU and PU, which are validated constructs, were used. Accountants' training framework relates to two categories of academic and professional training, while accounting profession is held as tripartite including practice, policy and research. These factors were held as significant for the measurement of the target variables.


New technology: Though SoMoClo technologies have been in existence for a long time, they were considered new in the study, especially amongst professional accountants in Nigeria as official technologies. The concept of new technology is derived from the inclination of technologies that were non-existent at the time of receiving training but has become imperative.


Professional accountant: Professional accountants are held as people who are members of a recognised PAO and functioning as practitioners, policymakers or researchers.


SoMoClo technologies: Social media, mobile and cloud technologies are elements of technology. Social media technologies include applications that foster communication, interactions and networking amongst users such as Facebook, WhatsApp etc. Mobile technology encompasses devices such as Phones, Tablets and in some cases Laptops. It also includes operating systems such as Android, iOS, BlackBerry etc. and finally diverse applications built on both the operating system and the device.


Subject matter expert (SME): This is used to refer to experts in a field with sufficient knowledge of the field to be called experts.


Technology: Technology is a pervasive term to define; it is a conglomerate of ideas, objects, systems etc., whose aim is to enhance operational efficiency. Technology and SoMoClo technologies are sometimes used interchangeably in this work, albeit the latter is an element or subset of the former.


Value-analysis: This is used as the measurable, attributable value of a variable/concept from and/or against another variable/concept. In this study, two types of analyses are used, that is, predictive and interpretive. Predictive value-analysis gives insight into the use of existing training framework to predict professional accountants' use of technology, while the interpretive value-analysis allows an indication of the quality of training a professional accountant has received by viewing and/or assessing her/his use of technology.
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