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                        This chapter analyses the character of Mrs Coulter in BBC/HBO TV show His Dark Materials (2019–ongoing). Mrs Coulter shows clear links with traditional fairy tale figures; in the words of actor Ruth Wilson, ‘She's fairy godmother and she's the nasty queen. She's like Snow White, and she's the Wicked Witch’ (HBO, 2019). Keeping in mind these intertextual references, but focusing on the text, I am going to study the ways in which Mrs Coulter's ‘being evil’ is constructed: are any motivations provided to account for her becoming evil?
Are we supposed to feel sympathy for her – a woman struggling for power in a patriarchal society? How do her interactions with other characters modify the ‘traditional’ roles she evokes and her perceived evilness? To answer these questions, I will employ theoretical tools stemming from queer theory and positioning theory. While arguing for the usefulness of such theoretical outlook for the study of villains, I aim to prove that Mrs Coulter is depicted as a thwarted good character, ruined not only by societal sexist norms, but also by the internalization of ideals typical of toxic masculinity.

                    
                


                    

    

                
        Keywords

        	 Positioning theory
	 Queer theory
	 Sympathetic villains
	 
His Dark Materials

	 Mrs Coulter
	 Villains


    

                
                                    
    Citation

    
        Bigongiari, G. (2022), "Positioning Mrs Coulter in BBC/HBO’s His Dark Materials
", Le Clue, N. and Vermaak-Griessel, J. (Ed.) Gender and Female Villains in 21st Century Fairy Tale Narratives (Emerald Studies in Popular Culture and Gender), Emerald Publishing Limited, Leeds, pp. 75-87. https://doi.org/10.1108/978-1-80117-564-720221006
    


            
            
        

    
                
                
        Publisher
:
        Emerald Publishing Limited

    

                
        Copyright © 2022 Giulia Bigongiari. Published under exclusive licence by Emerald Publishing Limited
    

                        


            
                            

        

    


    
    

    

    
  
    
      
        Support & Feedback 
      

    
    
      Manage cookies
    
  


  
    
      

        
          We’re listening — tell us what you think

          	
              Something didn’t work…

              Report bugs here

            
	
              All feedback is valuable

              Please share your general feedback

            


        


        
          Join us on our journey

          	
              Platform update page

              Visit emeraldpublishing.com/platformupdate to discover the latest news and updates

            
	
              Questions & More Information

              Answers to the most commonly asked questions here

            


        


      

    

  








    
    
        
            
                
                
                    	
	
	
	


                

                © 2024 Emerald Publishing Limited

            

            
            
                Services

                	Authors
	Editors
	Librarians
	Researchers
	Reviewers


            

            
                About

                	About Emerald
	Working for Emerald
	Contact us
	Publication sitemap


            

            
                Policies and information

                	Privacy notice
	Site policies
	Modern Slavery Act
	Chair of Trustees governance statement
	Accessibility


            

        

    




    



    
















  
  
    
    
        
            ×
        
    

    
        

    





    

    

    

    









