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ment of Architecture, Doğuş University, Istanbul, Turkey. She completed her PhD
in 2017 with her thesis titled Architectural Artifacts and Starchitects in Global
Geographies. Tangible and intangible processes of space production, politics and
urban space, neoliberal discourse, and its spatial reflections compose her main
research interests. She instructs third-year architectural design studios and offers
elective courses including Social Aspects of Architecture, Architecture-Reading
and Writing and Space, Participation and Design. She embraces architecture as a
tool that helps to understand the emancipation and power relations in societies.

Dana Alhasan is an Architect and Educator from Kuwait, with a background in
city planning and heritage conservation. After graduating with a B. Arch from
Kuwait University in 2011, she worked at Kuwait Municipality and then went on
to pursue an MSc in Architecture (2017) that explored the role of collective
memory on heritage conservation. She later joined the National Council for
Culture, Arts, and Letters focusing on modern architectural heritage. For the past
three years Dana has been teaching at the College of Architecture at Kuwait
University.

Anas Alomaim is an Assistant Professor of Architecture and the acting Vice Chair
of the Department of Architecture, College of Architecture, Kuwait University.
After finishing his Master of Architecture and Urban Design at Columbia Uni-
versity, he moved to California to pursue his PhD at the University of California,
Los Angeles where he worked on the history of nation building in Kuwait.
Alomaim worked in several companies and institutions in London, New York
City, Los Angeles, and Kuwait. Besides working as an architect and an educator,
Alomaim has curated, cocurated, and participated in several art and architecture
exhibitions in Los Angeles, New York, Dubai, and Kuwait.

Sami Chohan is an Architect, Urban thinker, and Educator based in Karachi,
Pakistan. His research and pedagogical interests explore emerging spatial per-
spectives, practices, and productions that resist and counter the hegemonic spatial
developments promoted by neoliberal policies, particularly in the Global South.
He currently serves as Assistant Professor in the Department of Architecture,
Indus Valley School of Art and Architecture, where he teaches both studio and
seminar courses through disciplinary synthesis and interactions. He has also
served as curator of the first-ever National Pavilion of Pakistan in the 2018 edition



of the Venice Biennale of Architecture. Titled The Fold, the national exhibition
project was inspired by the physical and social dimensions of the many informal
settlements embedded in the fabric of Karachi. Sami holds a Bachelor of
Architecture from Indus Valley School of Art and Architecture, and a Master of
Arts in Interior Architectural Design from Hochschule für Technik Stuttgart with
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Preface

Re-Imagining Spaces and Places: Interdisciplinary Essays on the Relationship
between Identity, Space, and Place is the outcome of a brilliant conference
organized by Progressive Connexions that took place in Bruges, Belgium, on
April 13 and 14, 2019. The aim of the event was to create an inspiring, profes-
sional, and creative environment for intellectual exchange among international
scholars and other professionals from very diverse research fields, experiences,
and geopolitical contexts about space- and place-related issues.

The quality of the presentations and the generous transdisciplinary discussions
among the participants immediately revealed the potentials of the preliminary
studies offered during the event: therefore, the possibility of creating a collection
of chapters based on the conference papers seemed natural. Yet this book should
not be considered as a mere combination of conference proceedings; rather it
represents a self-sustaining publishing project that includes work deriving from a
full reelaboration, rewriting, re-thinking, and reimagination of the groundwork
achieved in Bruges.

The ethos of Progressive Connexions reminds us that, “interdisciplinary
experiences [are] rooted in the values of inclusiveness, egalitarianism, collegiality
and critical inquiry [which are…] pushing the boundaries of perceptions and
insights which shape the world.”1 Along this line, this volume serves as evidence
of how a dialogue – or, rather, a multi-logue – among different perspectives on
key cultural concepts, such as space, place, and identity, is highly productive and
greatly needed when reflecting on the world that we inhabit.

Over time, the concepts of spaces and places have been widely debated in the
academic and professional world. Yet there remain opportunities and margins for
(ever-) new understandings and reframings of well-established assumptions
regarding these themes. This belief clearly emerged from the authors when they
met physically in Belgium in 2019, and a similar consideration accompanied the
editorial process of this volume. Moreover, the recent pandemic has made it even
more relevant how familiar notions, habits, and rooted knowledge concerning
spatiality can become objects of sudden, crucial transformation. Writing, editing,
and finessing the chapters during the pandemic has thus fostered the idea that
reimagining spaces and places is a fundamental operation for responding to the

1Progressive connexions. (n.d). Retrieved from https://www.progressiveconnexions.net/
ethos/. Accessed on August 25, 2021.

https://www.progressiveconnexions.net/ethos/
https://www.progressiveconnexions.net/ethos/


many crises of our times. In this sense, the present book stresses the idea of
reimagining spaces and places as a way for inspiring its readers to find unexpected
strengths and overcome the ever-new challenges that they face.

In spite of all these challenges, editing the present volume was a particularly
motivating and engaging process, especially due to the positive attitude of the
contributors and to the great assistance provided by the publishing team.
Therefore, this book, which is the result of an unexpected connection of minds and
bodies, has come to represent a progressive collective work as well as the end of a
journey that will hopefully inspire future studies and encourage innovative
encounters for discussing spaces and places among scholars from all over the
world.
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