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This exciting volume leverages the unique trajectory of Irish criminology’s twenty-
first century emergence and its distinctive commitment to historical inquiry to 
raise important questions for criminology as a field about what might have been 
and, moving forward, what could be. Editors Lynsey Black, Louise Brangan and 
Deirdre Healy invite readers to reconsider assumptions and received theories that 
have dominated a field whose tunnel vision for the USA and the UK has weakened 
our historical and criminological imaginations. Instead, by immersing themselves 
in the history of criminological theory and penal practices (broadly construed) of 
an under-explored nation, they observe large and small differences that challenge 
our conventional expectations and draw our focus to the importance of gender, 
religion, rural settings and ongoing colonial legacies for understanding penal-
ity and how these considerations can play different roles from those we’ve come 
to expect from the standard national case studies. Histories of Punishment and 
Social Control in Ireland is a thus contribution not only to Irish Criminology, but 
to both broader Anglophone and global discussions about criminology, southern 
criminology, criminological history, punishment and society.
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The Irish Republic, at barely 100 years old, offers an important 
new lens onto the history of modern penality and an alternative 
to the Anglo-American bias in mainstream criminology. Across 
twelve engaging, original chapters, this comprehensive volume 
builds to a fascinating story that is greater than the sum of its 
individual parts.
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publishers and universities dominate the intellectual landscape. As a consequence, 
research about these matters in the Global South has tended to uncritically repro-
duce concepts and arguments developed in the Global North to understand local 
problems and processes. In recent times, there have been substantial efforts to 
undo this colonised way of thinking leading to a burgeoning body of new work. 
Southern theories, subaltern knowledges and border epistemologies are challeng-
ing the social science to open up new ways of thinking about society, crime, law 
and justice.

This book series aims to publish and promote innovative new scholarship with 
a long-term view of enhancing cognitive justice and democratising the produc-
tion of knowledge. Topics of interest from the perspective of the Global South 
include – environmental and ecological plunder; gendered violence; religion, 
war and terror drug wars; the historical and contemporary legacies of slavery; 
the contemporary legacies of injustice arising from dispossession and coloniali-
sation; systems of punishment and forms of customary or transitional justice; 
human rights abuses and struggles for justice – all of which threaten the security 
of peoples who inhabit the Global South.
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Foreword
Kerry Carrington and Máximo Sozzo

The Republic of Ireland which de-shackled itself  from British colonial rule in 
1922 is largely absent from Anglophone criminology. The persistent exclusion of 
Ireland in criminological knowledge about punishment and social control is linked 
to a global hierarchy that privileges knowledge produced by the universities from 
the former imperial powers that once colonised about nine-tenths of the world, 
Britain and America (Connell, 2007). In southern theory, the south is a metaphor 
for this epistemic injustice. Ireland’s rural, agrarian nature and deep links between 
Catholicism and the State do not fit with the foundational origin concepts within 
criminological theory. In this sense, the absence and silencing of Irish criminology 
is an enclave of the south within the north, as a former British colony.

This book contributes to the southernising of criminology and democratisa-
tion of knowledge (Carrington et al., 2016). It does this by resurrecting histories 
of punishment and social control peculiar to the modes of state and religious 
social control of the Irish Republic, absent from Anglophone criminology, such 
as gender, postcoloniality, religion, rurality and carcerality beyond the criminal 
justice system. The edited collection maps these rich and diverse histories of pun-
ishment and in so doing unsettles accepted criminological wisdoms about mass 
incarceration and punitive law and order discourses in England and the United 
States as the chief  forms of social control in the twentieth century.

It does this by mapping the distinct ways punishment operated beyond and 
outside criminal justice, such as through systems of probation influenced by 
Catholicism and its use of  charities and volunteers. It also examines the emer-
gence of  Irish custodial institutions in the 1950s and 1960s responsible for the 
endemic institutional abuses of  Irish children in the Industrial and Reforma-
tory Schools, again many of which were run by Catholic religious orders. The 
collection also shines a light on what O’Donnell and O’Sullivan term ‘coercive 
confinement’ outside the criminal justice system, including involuntary deten-
tion in psychiatric hospitals, confinement in Magdalene institutions and Mother 
and Baby Homes, and detention in Industrial and Reformatory schools. Magda-
lene Laundries in Ireland were state funded but church run. They were places of 
misogynous ‘coercive confinement’ where nuns sought to rescue ‘impure’ women, 
through punishing regimes of  patronising and stigmatising social control, 
exploitation and abuse. These abuses were the subject of  three key inquiries held 
between 1999 and 2021, into Industrial and Reformatory Schools, Magdalene 
Laundries, and Mother and Baby Homes. However research into the archives of 
these inquires published in this book argues that much about those inquiries was 
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and remains secret and those abused in these institutions have never been granted 
their human rights.

Another set of chapters unsettle and re-think crime and punishment. The cen-
tral argument is that instead of seeing Irish/Hibernian criminology as exceptional, 
the aim is to create an Hibernian epistemology that recognises both the need to 
craft bespoke theory while also contributing to wider international debates about 
the sociology of punishment and history of crime. For example the Irish death 
penalty was initially shaped by the country’s colonialist origins, but over the cen-
tury this changed to reflect Ireland’s growing confidence and stature on the world 
stage, as a nation in its own right. Some of the authors explicitly use a Southern 
Criminology framework to (re)construct the historical narratives around prison-
ers’ rights movements, by including perspectives from marginalised voices, bring-
ing the ‘other’, the marginal, the invisible and subaltern to the centre.

The compendium offers particular insight about reinserting the role of women 
in the revolution and fight for independence from Britain, a much overlooked 
topic in male-stream history, and exploring the punishment and violence against 
women in the revolutionary period between 1919 and 1923. A complimentary 
complementary chapter interrogates the experiences of women’s incarceration 
from the revolution to the Irish Free State and the Irish Republic. It makes a 
compelling argument that their experiences mirrored Ireland’s history of coloni-
alism, war, revolution and political activism, all very much shaped by discourses 
of masculinism, militarism and Catholicism.

What this book illustrates is that Irish criminology, while a relatively newly 
recognised discipline, has become a distinctly historical inquiry into the practices 
and genealogies of punishment in the past and the present. By using a southern 
and historical framework, the multidisciplinary collection aims to address gaps, 
and open up dialogue with the wider debates in the sociology of punishment 
and historical criminology from the vantage point of a formerly colonised island 
in the Global North. It makes an outstanding and original contribution to the 
southernizing of criminology as well as historical criminology. We are delighted 
to publish this original book of essays on the Histories of Punishment and Social 
Control in Ireland, in our Emerald book series and commend it to you.
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