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FOREWORD

Funerary practice is so broad a topic it is unlikely that any

one individual can easily encompass all its facets. This collab-

oration reflects the combined expertise of two historians who

are both heavily involved in current policy and practice.

Dr Parsons researches and publishes on the history of crema-

tion, burial and funeral directing, and for the past 30 years

has worked as a training consultant and funeral director in

London. Dr Rugg has written extensively on the history of

burial practice, but also has an involvement and interest in

policy and practice in contemporary cemetery and cremator-

ium management.
Funerary Practices in England and Wales addresses a very

basic gap: the lack of readily accessible contextual informa-

tion and detail about funerary arrangements in England and

Wales. The fact that the book has taken over a year to collate

indicates just how widely spread is much of the information

the text contains. The book has a number of additional aims.

It hopes to be an essential reference text for practitioners,

policy makers, students and academic scholars in a complex

field that covers a whole range of activities and practices. As

part of an international series, the book also aims to contrib-

ute to the task of understanding the varied contexts that

configure funerary practices in different countries. The text

presents information in as clear and as unvarnished a way as

xvii



possible. There is no commentary on the information pre-

sented: this book has no agenda beyond the desire to inform.
However, it is hoped that the text will be a baseline for

future editions that will help us pinpoint shifting contexts,

new trends, and obsolescences. Funerary practice mutates

continually, but establishing practice at one single moment in

time will be of value in years to come. We are both histor-

ians, and know that this text will at some juncture constitute

a primary document: a robust narrative of funerary practice

that we would have been delighted to encounter if it had

been written in 1818 or 1918.
Information is correct as the text goes to press. We have

been grateful for input from a wide range of experts, but any

errors are our own.

Julie Rugg and Brian Parsons
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