Guest editorial: Latin American
perspectives on sustainability
in higher education

Latin America presents several problems that demand debates and complex solutions.
Many of these problems have historical roots, resulting from the formation process of these
countries. However, these problems have worsened in the postpandemic scenario. The
COVID-19 pandemic has destroyed social gains developed through years of improvement,
causing millions of people to return to the poverty line (CEPAL, 2021; Gideon, 2020; UN,
2022).

The region presents several problems that are directly addressed by the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) published by the United Nations (UN, 2015).
The informality and deterioration of work (linked with the concerns related to decent
work — SDG 8), poverty increasement (that is focused by SDG 1 and hinders the
combat of hungry SDG 2) and the uncertainty regarding social programs continuity
due to high levels of public debt became common concerns in almost all Latin
American countries (directly affecting the SDGs 1, 2, 3, 4 and 8). And, as it is known,
the above-mentioned problems are associated with an increase of violence against
women (SDG 5), increasing inequalities (SDG 10) and deterioration of teaching
conditions (SDG 4).

The achievement of the SDGs, which already presented several challenges to be
achieved, became even more difficult to be realized in the mentioned scenario as well
as the ideals of sustainability based on a fairer society, with more egalitarian social
services (UN, 2022). As highlighted by Zhao et al. (2022), besides making the existent
barriers more complicated to be solved, the COVID-19 pandemic also created new
challenges, reducing globalization and the connection between people.

The Higher Education Institutions (HEIs), as centers of teaching, research and
extension, have a very important role in this scenario, as they can evidence the most
critical issues of Latin American society to be debated, propose solutions for them
and, in special, prepare future professionals with a broader conception about their
participation and responsibility in society (Sigahi et al., 2022; Sommier et al., 2022,
UNESCO, 2017).

Interesting initiatives are being developed by HEIs, and it is important to
disseminate them to stimulate the development of other ones. Despite these initiatives,
it is important to emphasize that Latin American HEIs have faced several problems,
such as antiscience movements, brain drain, student learning gaps and mental health
problems. And the COVID-19 pandemic scenario aggravated these challenges (Sigahi
etal., 2022).

Considering this context, this Special Issue aims to evidence important initiatives that are
contributing to the sustainable development of Latin American countries. The articles
published in this Special Issue assess students’ learning experiences and concerns about
sustainability, assess the impacts of HEISs on sustainability, assess the relationship between
productive systems knowledge and sustainability in HEIs management, provide guidelines
and examples for HEIs to develop sustainability related initiatives, among other
contributions. We believe that all knowledge and experiences presented in this Special Issue
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IJSHE will contribute to expand the debates and enhance the efforts towards sustainable
249 development in Latin America.
y

Izabela Simon Rampasso

Departamento de Ingenieria Industrial, Universidad Catolica del Norte,

Antofagasta, Chile

234 Rosley Anholon
School of Mechanical Engineering, State University of Campinas, Campinas, Brazil
Osvaldo Luiz Gongalves Quelhas

Master Program in Management Systems and Doctoral Program in Sustainable
Management Systems, Federal Fluminense University, Niteroi, Brazil

Luis Velazquez

Department of Industrial Engineering, Division of Engineering,

University of Sonora, Hermosillo, Mexico, and

Claudia Mac-Lean

GAIA Antarctic Research Center, Universidad de Magallanes, Punta Arenas, Chile

References

CEPAL (2021), “Panorama social da américa latina”, available at: https://repositorio.cepal.org/
bitstream/handle/11362/46784/1/S2000967_pt.pdf (accessed 7 June 2022).

Gideon, ]. (2020), “Introduction to COVID-19 in Latin America and the Caribbean”, Bulletin of Latin
American Research, Vol. 39 No. 1, pp. 4-6.

Sigahi, T., Sznelwar, LI, Rampasso, LS., Moraes, G., de, Girotto Junior, G., Pinto Junior, A. and
Anholon, R. (2022), “Proposal of guidelines to assist managers to face pressing challenges
confronting Latin American universities: a complexity theory perspective”, Ergonomics,
pp. 1-16.

Sommier, M., Wang, Y. and Vasques, A. (2022), “Transformative, interdisciplinary and intercultural
learning for developing HEI students’ sustainability-oriented competences: a case study”,
Environment, Development and Sustainability, doi: 10.1007/s10668-022-02208-7.

UN (2015), “Sustainable development goals (SDGs)”, available at: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.
org/sdg4 (accessed 2 May 2019).

UN (2022), “The Sustainable Development Goals Report 20227, available at: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
report/2022/ (accessed 16 December 2022).

UNESCO (2017), Education for Sustainable Development Goals: Learning Objectives. Education for
Sustainable Development. The Global Education 2030 Agenda.

Zhao, W., Yin, C, Hua, T., Meadows, M.E,, Li, Y., Liu, Y., Cherubini, F., Pereira, P. and Fu, B. (2022),
“Achieving the sustainable development goals in the post-pandemic era”, Humanities and Social
Sciences Communications, Vol. 9 No. 1, p. 258.


https://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/46784/1/S2000967_pt.pdf
https://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/46784/1/S2000967_pt.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10668-022-02208-7
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/

	Outline placeholder
	References


